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Introduction to the Story
One of the beautiful stories of creation is told at the 
very beginning of the first book of the Bible, the 
book of Genesis (which means origin). It is fitting 
that we would read this story here as it is not only 
one of the best known and loved stories in the Bible, 
it was one of the stories told around campfires 
for hundreds of years before it was written down. 
People knew the story of Creation by heart. 

Perhaps there is someone who could tell it by 
heart in your household or perhaps it will be a 
new story you will share together! We suggest as 
someone reads this story or tells it from memory, 
others might want to draw what they hear to share 
later. Or, maybe there are people in your household 
who would like to make actions and noises to go 
along with the story. Share it around your campfire 
or outside on the grass. 

The Story of Creation 
A paraphrase based on The Message  
by Eugene Peterson 

First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—
all you see, all you don’t see. Earth was a soup of 
nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky 
blackness. God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above 
the watery abyss.

God spoke: “Light!” 
And light appeared. 

God saw that light was good  

and separated light from dark. 
God named the light Day,  

named the dark Night. 
It was evening, it was morning — 
Day One. 
God spoke: “Sky! In the middle of the waters; 

separate water from water!” 
God made sky, 
Separated the water under sky from the water 

above sky. 
And there it was: God named sky the Heavens; 
It was evening, it was morning — 
Day Two. 

God spoke: “Separate! Water-beneath-Heaven, 
gather into one place; Land, appear!”

And there it was. 
God named the land Earth. 
Named the pooled water Ocean. 
God saw that it was good.
God spoke: “Earth, green up! Grow all varieties of 

seed-bearing plants, every sort of fruit-bearing 
tree.” God saw that it was good. 

It was evening, it was morning— 
Day Three. 
 
God spoke: “Lights! Come out! Shine in Heaven’s 

sky! Separate Day from Night. 
Mark seasons and days and years, lights in 

Heaven’s sky to give light to Earth.” 
God made two big lights, the larger to take charge 

of Day, the smaller to be in charge of Night;



God made the stars and placed them in the 
heavenly sky to light up Earth.

God saw that it was good.
It was evening, it was morning— 
Day Four. 

 God created the huge whales, all the swarm of life 
in the waters, 

And every kind and species of flying birds. 
God saw that it was good. 
God blessed them: “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill 

Ocean! Birds, reproduce on Earth!” 
It was evening, it was morning— 
Day Five. 

God spoke: “Earth, generate life! Every sort and 
kind: cattle and reptiles and wild animals—all 
kinds.” God saw that it was good.

God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our 
image, make them reflecting our nature 

So they can be responsible for Earth itself, and 
every animal that moves on the face of Earth.” 

God blessed them: “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! 
Take charge! 

Be responsible for fish in the sea and birds in the 
air, for every living thing that moves on the face 
of Earth.” Then God said, “I’ve given you every 

sort of seed-bearing plant on Earth 
 And every kind of fruit-bearing tree, given them 

to you for food. 
To all animals and all birds, everything that moves 

and breathes, 
I give whatever grows out of the ground for food.” 
And there it was. God looked over everything that 

was made; it was so good, so very good! 
It was evening, it was morning — 
Day Six. 

Heaven and Earth were finished, down to the last 
detail. By the seventh day God had finished the 
work. 

On the seventh day God rested from all the work. 
God blessed the seventh day, made it a Holy Day 

This is the story of how it all started, of Heaven 
and Earth when they were created. 

Share this story with your family. 
• Share in conversation:
• What is the best part of this story? 
• What is the most important part? 
• What part of this story could you leave out and 

still have everything you need? 
• What part of this story is most about you?


